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Twin Cities Regional Group Information 

The Rumble Sheet is the official publication of the Twin 
Cities Regional Group #46 (TCRG) of the Early Ford V-
8 Club of America and is sent to all current members 
and advertisers.  TCRG is chartered by the Early Ford V
-8 Club of America, and is a non-profit corporation in 
the state of Minnesota, dedicated to the preservation of 
Ford Motor Company vehicles and related historical 
materials from the era of the flathead V-8 engines, in-
cluding all Fords, Mercury's and Lincolns so equipped 
from 1932 through 1953. 

Club Address 

P.O. Box 20236, Minneapolis, MN  55420 

Meetings Membership meetings of the 
TCRG are held at 7:00 p.m. on the first 
Wednesday of almost every month at a site 
announced in the Rumble Sheet.  Change of   
time or site will also be announced in the 
Rumble Sheet. 
Membership Membership dues for the 
TCRG are $25 per calendar year.  Member-
ship in the Early Ford V-8 Club of America 
(the National Club) is a membership re-
quirement of the Twin Cities Regional 
Group. 
Submitting Material Please send all mate-
rials for publication to Bill  Gillies , 1736 
Crystal Ave., Arden Hills, MN 55112 or E-
mail wlgillies48@gmail.com.  Rumble 
Sheet material deadline is the 15th of the 
month.  E-mail body content (not attach-
ment) is preferred. 
Advertising Classified ads are free to 
TCRG  members, and will run for three 
consecutive months.  Display ads (business 
card size) will run for 12 issues at a cost of 
$30.  Check under ad for last appearance. 
Website TCRG can be visited online at 
www.tcrgv8club.org 

Twin Cities Regional Group 2022 Board of Directors 

President    Mike Erickson   320-396-2473 
Vice President    Kent Tabako   763-755-7535    
Secretary    Gary Rosenberger  651-451-2937  
Treasurer    Roger Wothe   952-473-3038 
Editor     Bill Gillies     651-633–1564 
Membership    Gordy Ditmanson  651-646-8103 
Sunshine Lady    Cathy Tabako   763-755-7535 
Archives    OPEN     
Media Director   Ron Long   651-714-2740 
Webmaster    Lynn Erickson   320-396-2473 
Current Board Members   Joel Bergstrom   651-631-0091 
     Mike Wyman   651-644-5684  
     Tom Murray   651-699-1893 
     Steve Seidl   763-434-7848 
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Happy Birthday GEEZER BREAKFAST 
3rd Thursday of the Month 

   Looking Ahead- Membership  
Meeting  7 PM 

September 7   Kent Tabako 

September 11  Mike Erickson 

September 12  Ann Braun 

September 17   Vivian Timmermans 

September 20  Patty Rehder 

September 26   Mike Timmermans 

September 28   Sandy Rosenberger 

September  President's Message   2022 

   
     I am writing this month's message while sitting on the deck, overlooking Lake Vermilion near Cook, 
MN.  It's our yearly family vacation with our two daughters and their families  and my dad joins us for a 
couple days.  It's great to get everyone together for a week of fishing,  swimming in the pool, and playing 
games. A sure sign that summer is almost over. 

     This September is also a time that our club family will be gathering for our 50th anniversary party on 
September 18 at noon.  There will be a lunch provided. Call Mary Gillies if you will be attending.   It will be 
a good time to drive your old Ford or modern.  I would encourage our newer members to attend and get to 
know the other members,  share car stories,  and talk about keeping those old Fords and Mercury's  
running.  We will also have a small silent auction of some Ford books, other books, floor dollies, and a tire 
changer that were donated by one of our members.  

     There was a good turnout for Braham Pie Day.  Fourteen people attended; five drove their old cars.  It 
was great to see Mike and Vivian Timmerman who were up here for the summer from Florida. There were 
twelve members that went to the Brass Rail for dinner. 

     Don't forget about the Wheels and Wings event September 10 at the Osceola airport. Contact Kent 
Tabako if you will be driving your old car. Last year we had ten cars go to this event-the most we've had at 
any of our events lately.  

     The board is talking about having an October day trip and possibly an overnight tour. We are working on 
details.  

     That's it for now, back to the boat to try to catch some walleyes. 

    Mike     

Meeting Location: St Michael’s Lutheran Church, 1660 
West County Road B, Roseville, MN 55113‐4073, (651) 
631‐1510 Directions: From North or South: I‐35W to 
Hwy 36, east on Hwy 36, exit Snelling South, turn right 
at first stop light (County Road B) look for church on 
left. OR I‐ 35E to Hwy 36, west on Hwy 36, exit Snel-
ling South, turn right at first stop light (County Road B) 
look for church on left. Plenty of parking  
Meet in the   Room. 101  7:00 PM 

Louisiana Café 
Selby and Dale 
Sept. 15th  9:00 AM  
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Make a note to yourself to come to the 50 
Year Gathering  September 18 in Eagan. 
Receive your service pin for membership 
years. Food will be provided by the club. 
No excuses will be listened to by those 
who choose not to attend. 
Ed. 

DO IT NOW! 

Reservations 651-633-1564 
gilliesml@gmail.com 

TCRG  50 Year Celebration 
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In 1974, after the Street Rod Nationals at the Minnesota State Fairgrounds, I caught the old car bug.  This 
could be considered unusual since I learned to drive in the mid-60s, and I had already owned a muscle car 
Mustang and a new 1973 Ford Ranchero GT.  I spent most of the next 2 years looking through the classifieds, 
visiting junkyards and going to car shows.  I decided that a pickup truck would be the easiest to fix up and set 
my sights on finding one.  The design of the 1936 Ford Pickup caught my eye, although I did find several 
1938-39 pickup candidates in southern Minnesota junkyards.  Finally, a classified ad showed up in the Sun-
day paper.  1936 Ford Pickup, drive able, in good condition, located in Isanti.  I called and two days later, 
drove it home from Isanti.  What did I know? 

I now had an old Ford.  It was parked in front of my folk’s house.  Ah, forgot about a place to store it. 

Swap Meets were now my weekend occupation.  I attended everyone that I could find.  I even included ones 
out of state.  This was good weekend entertainment and I got to view a lot of parts, of which I knew nothing 
about. 

This leads us to trying to find knowledge about what you have and where you can find things you need.  I do 
not remember how I found out about the Early Ford V-8 Club of America, but I sent in my money in early 
1976.  Once I became a member of the National Club, I found out that there was a Regional Group in the 
Twin Cities.  I got the information and gave a call to the local President.  The President was Tom Campbell, 
an energetic and very personable person.  Within one phone call I was ready to join. 

The first meeting I attended and joined was held upstairs at Little Dearborn Ford Parts at 2424 University Av-
enue.  Tom found me and became my temporary mentor, introducing me to other members in attendance.  I 
enjoyed the group and looked forward to their next activity. 

I do not remember the next activity, but I do remember the person in charge of the Club’s activities at the 
time – Bob Sevlie.  Bob was the most entertaining and active Club member I have ever meet in my years in 
the TCRG.  Bob owned a 1935 Ford Bread truck, and his brother John owned a 1935 Ford flatbed, and they 
traveled everywhere and invited Club members along.  Bob also knew his way around wood working tools 
and created a whole mess of sawdust and scrap maple when he created ten 1934 Ford Woodie bodies. 

And being a young person with some extra funds and no storage space, I still had to have an Early Ford V-8 
to drive with the other members, so I purchased a 1937 Ford Tudor in 1977.  I soon found that there were 
about ‘200’ 1937 Fords in the Club, or so it seemed, but mine was a 60 horse.  Not a car to lead the group on 
tours!  But I did take it to the 2nd Annual Tri-Club Picnic in Hidden Falls Park (below the Ford Plant).  I 
think that was the first time that I got to know ‘Ol BJ’, Bruce Johnson.  BJ – the I don’t need to ask the wife 
or call the banker, kind of guy.  You saw him at everything old cars. 

Next thing you know, the TCRG Board had placed a bid for the 1979 Central National Meet, and since there 
was no email or internet at the time, the Meet had to be promoted and what better place to do it than at anoth-
er National Meet.  This Meet happened to be the 1978 Grand National Meet in Tulsa Oklahoma.  A large 
group of members registered and off we went down I-35 to Tulsa.  I volunteered to coordinate the slide show 
that ran during the Meet at the promotional table.  The promotional table was in the big pavilion that was air 
conditioned of course, as it was Tulsa, and it was hot.  This was my first venture into Early Ford V-8 Club 

Twin Cities Regional Group 50 Years is a long long time 

My time has been only 46 years  By Bruce Nelson 
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business and National Meets.  My first Grand National Meet, hotels not grouped together, the need for con-
stant air conditioning and an awards banquet in a chicken barn.  Oh, and Oklahoma is a dry state. 

In 1979 the TCRG held their first sponsored National Meet at the Thunderbird Motel in Bloomington.  I was 
involved.  I worked with Tom Campbell to help display his restored 1938 Ford 60 hp chassis.  I worked with 
Mike and Mary Maxwell on awards, and I was brave enough to organize the Awards Banquet slide show.  It 
was a great time and a major accomplishment for the Twin Cities Regional Group.  Nineteen seventy-nine 
was also the start of our participation in the Sheraton Northwest Nostalgia Days Car Show.  We worked this 
event from 1979 to 1986.  The Sheraton Show morphed into the Medina Entertainment Center Car Show and 
Swap meet in 1987.  This was a short-lived event, as we then moved back into the cities at Midway Ford in 
Roseville. 

Another event that I remember from my early years in the Club was helping out and displaying our cars at 
what was one of the early Great Races.  Our member Duane Shuck worked for the City of Bloomington, and 
he got us involved in the overnight stop for the Race.  It was a new experience and I tow barred my 1937 Ford 
to the Met Sports Center parking lot to display it with the other cars. 

‘Ol BJ’ worked to change the Tri-Club Picnic into the All Ford Picnic and No Trophy Show at the Twin Cit-
ies Ford Assembly Plant in 1977.  This was our Club’s premier show.  It was free as long as you owned any 
year Ford.  We made expenses by cooking tons of hot dogs and selling pop and chips.  The echoes of BJ yell-
ing MAKE ICE at every meeting still rings in my ears.  It had a great run at the Ford Plant. 

The next several years the Club experienced growth and traveled all over Minnesota and Wisconsin.  We did 
over nights to Wabasha and the Anderson Hotel.  Old cars and an old hotel.  We interacted with the Badger 
State Regional  Group on several occasions.  A large group attended the 1984 Central National that the Badg-
er State sponsored in Milwaukee.  There was no saw dust beneath our wheels during the Bob Sevlie activity 
years.  One special trip was to a horse pull in southern Minnesota.  We parked our cars and sat on the side of a 
hill to watch.  Those horses do want to pull and when one team was not hitched to the drag correctly, they 
took off and ran into several parked cars causing damage.  Luckily, we were parked somewhere else.  We also 
had annual summer picnics at members wonderful homes. 

The Club’s next big event was the 1987 Central National Meet held at Cragun’s in Brainerd Minnesota.  It 
was a first since we had to pack up and move there just like any other member that was attending.  It was a 
great and beautiful place to hold a National Meet away from the big city.  We generated enough money from 
the Meet to purchase our first Club trailer. 

Over the years our Wednesday meeting nights were held in many different places.  I mentioned Little Dear-
born and there was the St Anthony Community Center, Roger Wothe’s cabinet business, Roseville VFW and 
others before our recent location at St Michael’s Lutheran Church in Roseville. 

In 1989 our Club was a participant in the Car Show that was at the finish line of the 3rd Annual New London 
to New Brighton Antique Car Run.  The Antique Car Run organization did not have enough people to handle 
the run and the car show at the end and asked the TCRG for help.  The New Brighton Stockyard Days Car 
Show and Swap Meet was born.  We shared this event with the Studebaker Driver’s Club for a number of 
years until they had other commitments, and we then worked with the local Midwest Thunderbird Club. 

In 2000 we again returned to Brainerd and Cragun’s to host our 3rd Central National Meet.  Again, the loca-
tion and beauty of the area made the Meet special with the old Fords.  The driving tour around the area 
showed why we always refer to going “Up North”.  We were getting good at hosting National Meets. 

We continued to plan day tours and occasional over nights and special car displays at care facilities and parks. 
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We had unconsciously gotten into a pattern of planning Central National Meets about every seven years.  I 
don’t think we planned it that way, but it was happening because in 2007 we hosted the Central National Meet 
in Winona Minnesota.  This was our biggest Meet in attendance.  We had participants from several states in-
cluding Connecticut.  The driving tour was again one of the highlights, along with the Riverboat cruise.  The 
results of this National Meet allowed us to update our trailer equipment with a new trailer.  The first one is 
now storage for our show fencing and the new one contains our show equipment. 

With our yearly shows – All Ford Picnic in June and the New Brighton Show in August – we kept busy. 
In 2015 we made history with our 5th National Meet.  Not many Early Ford V-8 Club Regional Groups can 
claim that.  The Central National Meet was back at Cragun’s in Brainerd.  We did that again because of the 
comments from those that had attended before, and who wanted to return.  We had a great Meet planned until 
Mother Nature intervened.  We now hold the record for the shortest National Meet on record.  It lasted only 19 
and half hours until we had to leave.  There was no power and the access road was closed due to downed trees.  
There were trees down on cars and trailers.  We had to literally cut our way out to the main highway.  While 
we had 105 registrations, the numbers were going to be enough to make the Meet successful, but we will nev-
er know. 

For the past several years we have slowed down some.  We have had to relocate the All Ford Picnic from the 
Twin Cities Ford Assembly Plant to Dunwoody Technology College and now to Spire Credit Union Head-
quarters.  We have lost the All-Ford Show as part of Highland Fest, as that has ceased.  The New Brighton 
Stockyard Days Car Show and Swap Meet has gone into hiatus because of the pandemic and the change in 
organization management, now run by the New Brighton Lions. 

 

So, there you have a little bit of the TCRG history that I can remember (and it isn’t as easy as it used to be).  
There certainly is a lot more.  And the people – wonderful help has always been there from Cliff Helling, 
Duane Shuck, Bill Gillies, Duane Tonsager, Dennis Carney and Kent Tabako.  Exceptional artwork from Ron 
Long.  Show chairs Bruce Johnson, Bob Sevlie, Vern Halvorson, Tom Murray, Pat Minor and Bruce Nelson.  
And I cannot forget the people that you’d see at every event – Gary Weyrauch, Dan Warden, Bill Blood and 
‘Chopper’ Joe Conrad.  There are many more and I do not want to inadvertently exclude anyone.  So I now 
apologize if I missed naming you.  I personally appreciate any and all help that has been offered to the Twin 
Cities Regional Group over the years.  We all made it happen and became part of the great Regional Group 
legacy. 

Thank you for being a member and part of this fantastic journey that we have all taken because we purchased 
an old Ford, Mercury or Lincoln. 

 

 

Bruce Nelson (46 years a member) 
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A. Yes. But only in a 50/50 mix. Distilled water should not be used as straight water coolant, because it 
can cause damage to system metals. The reason has to do with how distilled water is created. 
 
During the distillation process, water is vaporized into its gaseous phase, so all impurities are left behind. 
These impurities include a number of minerals, including calcium and magnesium, the two components 
of hardness. The water is then condensed back into its liquid phase, so the resulting liquid is pure water. 
In fact, some of the purest water on earth. The problem is that distillation strips impurities from water, 
resulting in water molecules that are electrochemically imbalanced. So distilled water will actually strip 
electrons from the metals in a cooling system as it attempts to rebalance itself electrochemically. This 
can result in damage to metals in a cooling system. 
 
Using distilled water in combination with 50% antifreeze effectively cuts the amount of distilled water in 
half. By compounding with glycol, it will not cause damage to metals in a cooling system. For this rea-
son, it is safe to use distilled water in a 50/50 mix. 
 
Q. What type of water is best to use as straight water coolant? 
 
A. Reverse osmosis (RO) water. Rather than stripping impurities from water, RO filters them through a 
membrane. The resulting water is electrochemically stable, and not harmful to metals in a cooling sys-
tem. RO water is every bit as pure as distilled water, but without the risk of electrochemical stripping of 
electrons from system metals. 
 
Q. Where can I find reverse osmosis (RO) water? 
 
A. At the local supermarket. Look for DRINKING WATER, which is available in gallon bottles. But do 
not confuse it with SPRING WATER, which is often high in mineral content. We have performed exten-
sive testing of major brands and generic brands of bottled drinking water, and found that it is almost al-
ways composed of RO water. 
 
Q. What are the benefits of using purified water, such as distilled or RO? 
 
A. It lacks the impurities of tap water. Without impurities, its ability to function as an electrolyte is great-
ly diminished, thereby minimizing damage from electrolysis. It contains no hardness, meaning it will not 
form scales and deposits that can cause overheating. It does not contain other damaging contaminants, 
such as chloride or sulfate. And importantly, it enhances the overall performance of No-Rosion, allowing 
it to more effectively function and provide the full range of benefits that it has been engineered to pro-
vide.  

Should I use distilled water as coolant?  Tim Ayers 
 From The Ford Barn 
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 In attendance were 13 members and 8 were board members, President Mike Erickson, Gary Rosenberger, 
Gordy Ditmanson, Joel Bergstrom, Kent Tabako, Bill Gay, Mike Wyman, and Steve Seidl. Meeting called 
to order at 6:05 pm.                                                                                             
 A. Treasurer – Bill Gay- Bill stated we are in the black and all bills are paid. The club did lose $ 
216.00 on the All-Ford Picnic. The club must supply the biffies, and this was a new location thanks to 
Spire Credit Union. Several factors entered the cost to put on the show. We had 73 cars attend so the club 
is considering a $10.00 fee instead of $5.00 to attend for next year.                                     
 B. Secretary Report - Gary R. Prior minutes were approved.                                                                    
 C. Membership - Gordy D.  Gordy said we have 82 members with 3 new members in the last 3 
months.                                       
 D. Editor – Bill G. Bill could use some good articles for the Rumble Sheet, since this is our 50th 
year the editor would like to hear your best story regarding our club. Please help Bill.                                                                                           
 E. Upcoming Events                                        
  1. August 18, Gentleman’s Breakfast, at Louisiana Café at 9 am.                                                                              
  2. August 5, Pie Days in Braham, MN. Car show and dinner in Grandy, MN.            
  3. September 10, Wings and Wheels Car Show. Pre-register your car at Winds and 
Wheels.com                                         
  4. September 18, Celebrating our club’s 50th Anniversary. Gathering to be held at Eagan 
Car Club garage. See Rumble Sheet for detailed map. Call Mary Gillies so she can order lunch for you. 
Membership pins will be passed out at that time.                                                                                                                         
  5.All Ford Picnic—New location at Spire Credit Union located at Larpenteur & Prior, Fal-
con Heights worked out well. The club is considering making a few changes to the parking of cars if we are 
invited back for next year.                                                  
 F. Old Business                                                                                                                      
 G. New Business                                     
  1. The club is planning on a few fall tours. Possibly an overnight and a day trip. Kent 
Tabako volunteered to be chairman of the tour.                                                                                         
  2. September 7--- The club will hold a combination board meeting 6 pm and membership  
  meeting 7 pm.           
Meeting adjourned at 7:28 pm.                                                           
Respectfully submitted by Gary Rosenberger.                  

Board Meeting and Membership Meeting Minutes      August 3, 2022 
Location: St Michael Lutheran Church  
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Support our Advertisers! 
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Twin Cities Regional Group 
Early Ford V-8 Club of America 
P.O. Box 20236 
Minneapolis, MN  55420 

 


